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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 222424 

47 

ORIGIN SMI-01 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO OES-05 ABF-01 FSE-00 /018 R 

DRAFTED BY SMI/OIP:KBSCHMERTZ:MLK 
APPROVED BY OES/APT/BMP:MSBEAUBIEN 
SMI/OIP:WDCOERR 
SMI/SRF:PPERKIN S 
SMI/OGC:GROBINSON (IN SUBST) 

NEA/AFN :LMURRAY (INFO) 

OES/APT/BMP:AERICHMOND(INFO) 

021182 

P 181357Z SEP 75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TUNIS PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 222424 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OSCI, TBIO, TS 

SUBJECT: SMITHSONIAN/SFCP - MMSC PROPERTY TRANSFER TO 

DESERT BIOME ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

1. EMBASSY REQUESTED PASS FOLLOWING MESSAGE NOVIKOFF, 

DESERT BIOME PROJECT, AND PROVIDE HIM ALL APPROPRIATE 
ASSISTANCE IN ENDING TIME CONSUMING DISCUSSIONS WHICH 
PERSIST WHERE TRANSFER MMSC PROPERTY TO ADMINISTRATIVE 
GROUP DESERT BIOME PROJECT CONCERNED. 

2. FOR NOVIKOFF FROM SCHMERTZ, DIRECTOR, SMITHSONIAN 
FOREIGN CURRENCY PROGRAM. REFERENCE YOUR LETTER AUGUST 25 
TO HIGGINS AND TELEGRAM SEPTEMBER 1 1 THIS SUBJECT. 

3. APPRECIATE CAREFUL ATTENTION TO COMPLETING FORMALITIES 
TRANSFER MMSC AND MANNING EQUIPMENT. FEEL SIGNATURE OF 
ADDITIONAL TUNISIAN OFFICIAL SIMPLY FORMALITY SINCE 
EQUIPMENT INVENTORY ALREADY INITIALLED AND TRANSFER CARRIED 
OUT. 
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4. SMI FEELS NO GROUNDS ALTER TERMS OF TRANSFER UNLESS 
TUNISIAN PERSISTENCE THREATENS CONDUCT DESERT BIOME 
RESEARCH. 

5. SMI, WITH WAGNER CONCURRENCE, PREFERS LEAVE TRANSFER 
DOCUMENTATION WITHOUT ''NEEDED" ADDITIONAL TUNISIAN 
SIGNATURE. SHOULD DESERT BIOME PROJECT IN SOME WAY 
SUFFER FROM REFUSAL MODIFY TERMS EQUIPMENT TRANSFER, THEN 
SMITHSONIAN AND WAGNER CONCUR IN SPECIFYING TRANSFER TO 
INSTOP UPON TERMINATION DESERT BIOME PROJECT AND IN ANY 
CASE NO LATER THAN JUNE 30, 1979. 

6. 1979 DATE IN NO WAY COMMITS SMITHSONIAN TO SUPPORT 
PROJECT UNTIL THAT DATE SINCE IT ALREADY UNDERSTOOD THAT 
SHORTAGE TUNISIAN DINARS MAY CAUSE TERMINATION THAT 
SUPPORT SOONER. KISSINGER 
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